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BERYL MAY DENT 1900-1977
TRAFFORD PARK HERITAGE CENTRE

TRAFFORD PARK BLUE PLAQUE UNVEILED

We are delighted to announce that St Antony’s Centre has a new Blue Plaque celebrating the work
of Beryl May Dent, a former worker from Metropolitan Vickers Factory.

Beryl moved to Manchester in 1929 as the Technical Librarian within the Scientific Research
Department at Metropolitan Vickers in Trafford Park, using her higher Mathematical Skills she often
checked the mathematics in papers published by engineers at Metropolitan Vickers.

Metropolitan Vickers created a computational section and Beryl became a Section Leader in 1946.
She also joined the Women’s Engineering Society publishing papers on the application of digital
computers to electrical design. She was to eventually write programmes for the Ferranti Mark 1
computer at Manchester University, the world’s first commercially available computer.

The Mayor of Trafford unveiled the plague recently. Kevin Flanagan, Director of St Antony’s Centre
and Trafford Park Heritage Project, paid tribute to Beryl’s pioneering work especially in what was a
male dominated Engineering environment. He hoped it would encourage others to hear her story
and to engage more young women to be inspired by Beryl’s lifetime work and her contribution to the
wider industrial and community of Manchester and Stretford in particular.

The Heritage Centre has worked hard at preserving the local history and has many artefacts from
the original factory including the War Memorials from the office block. It also has the foundation
stone laid in 1901 and the Training School Header Stones that became a key training site for
engineers and many other trades eventually sending engineers across the globe earning the
reputation of the “workshop of the world”.

There is real joy to see the unique history of Trafford being recognised. In a few weeks we will host
a meeting and consultation on the local Heritage and Cultural Strategy Partnership with TMBC. The
Blue Plaque is on display daily and a small exhibition is available in the Centre lobby, Beryl's story
along with other items from the factory.

It is vital that the stories of the Park, its industries and those that shaped its future are not lost. Beryl's
is one of the hidden stories we are proud to be associated with. We are busy trying to raise extra
resources to help us protect the unique history of Trafford Park, it is a joy to have her plaque on the
building as a tribute to her!

Weekend opening dates will be announced shortly in our newsletter and on thenwebsite for
Metropolitan Vickers and former residents.

For further information contact 0161-848-9173.
Email: kflanagan@stantonyscentre.org.uk
Private Mobile K. Flanagan:07837282788
www.stantonyscentre.org.uk
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